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Exam Overview

Introduction
The First Certificate of English corresponds to Level Three in the

Cambridge ESOL five-level system. It also corresponds to the Association

of Language Teachers in Europe (ALTE) Level Three, and Council of

Europe level B2.

There are five papers in the examination, each worth 20% of the total

marks. To achieve a passing grade (A, B or C) candidates must achieve

approximately 60% of the total marks available, or above. Candidates'

grades are based on the total score from all five papers and there is no

pass or fail grade for individual papers.

Paper 1 Reading (1 hour)

This paper has three parts, each with a text or texts and comprehension

questions. There are 30 questions in total.

The texts may consist of several short pieces, and the length of each text

may be between 550-700 words.

The texts are taken from newspapers, magazines, reports, fiction,
advertisements, leaflets, brochures, etc.

Part Number of items What you do What it tests How to do it

8 Choose the best answer from four

option multiple-choice questions.
Your understanding of a text

and opinions expressed in it.

page 10

2 7 Decide where sentences belong
in a text.

Your understanding of text

structure and development.
page 94

3 15 Match prompts from a list to
elements in a text.

Your ability to find specific
information.

page 22

Marks

One mark for each correct answer to the multiple-matching tasks.

Two marks for each correct answer to the multiple-choice and gapped text tasks.
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Paper 2 Writing (1 hour 20 minutes)

This paper has two parts. The Part 1 question is a compulsory letter

or email, and is based on input information. In Part 2 you choose one

question from four; Question 5 has two options on a set reading text.

Answers for Part 1 should be 120-150 words in length, and for Part 2
120-180 words.

The task types for Part 2 will be from the following: article, essay, letter,

report, review, story.

Examples of Paper 2 question types can be found in the Writing Guide on

pages 155-163.

Part Task type

1

2

Compulsory
contextualised task

based on input

material of up to 160

words, which could be

from advertisements,

extracts from letters,

emails, etc.

Contextualised task

in no more than 70

words.

Number of items What you do What it tests How to do it

Write according page 79
to the task

instructions

One compulsory task.

One from a choice of four

questions; Question 5

has two options.

Your ability to

process input

material and

select and apply it

according to the
instructions.

Your ability to write
according to the

instructions, in the

correct style, layout

and register in order

to have a positive

effect on the reader.

page 19

page 55

Marks

Parts 1 and 2 have equal marks.
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Paper 3 Use of English (45 minutes)

This paper has four parts, and a total of 42 questions.

The testing focus is on understanding and controlling formal elements of

language (e.g. grammar, word formation, spelling).

Part Task type Number of items What you do

1 Multiple-choice
cloze

12

2 Open cloze 12

3 Word formation 10

4 Key word

transformations

8

Fill 12 gaps in a text

choosing from four-
option multiple-choice
items.

What it tests

Phrases, collocations,

idioms, phrasal verbs,
linkers, used to

complete a text with

the correct meaning
and grammatical

context.

How to do it

page 89

Fill 12 gaps in a
text with one word

per gap.

Form appropriate

words from prompts

to complete 10 gaps in
a text.

Your awareness and

control of structural

items.

Word formation.

Complete a gapped
sentence with two to

five words, including

a key word, so that it

has the same meaning
as the lead-in sentence.

Your awareness and

control of grammatical
and lexical items.

Marks

Parts 1, 2 and 3: one mark for each correct answer.

Part 4: each answer receives up to 2 marks.
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